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man's point of view, they are rather small when compared
with the giant distances that separate the stars scattered
through space. If our Sun were moving directly toward
one of its nearest neighbours, a Centauri, separated from
us by only 4.3 light-years, it would take them about 70,000
years to collide. But we need not fear so unpleasant an
accident, for the stars are so thinly distributed through
space that the chances of such a collision are negligibly
small. In fact, it has been calculated that only a very few
such collisions can have taken place in the whole stellar
universe during the 2 billion years of its life.

THE ROTATION OF THE GALAXY

Besides the irregular random motion of the individual
stars that form our Galaxy, astronomical observations have
also found that this whole lenticular system is slowly rotat-
ing around its central axis. According to the latest esti-
mates, the rotation of the Galaxy amounts to about 7
angular seconds per century, from which wre may conclude
that, during the whole of geological time, our Galaxy has
made five or six complete turns.

This may not seem like much, but one must not forget
that, owing to the giant dimensions of the galactic lens,
this angular rotation velocity actually corresponds to linear
velocities on the periphery of several hundred kilo-
meters per second. It is most probably this rotation that is
responsible for the flattened shape of the Galaxy, just as
the rotation of the earth is responsible for its ellipsoidal
shape.

. THE AGE OF THE MILKY WAJ

If we remember that our Sun is only one of the miiner-